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2.1 A BRIEF HISTORY OF 

MOUNT HOLLY 

 
The following is reprinted from the Mount Holly chapter 

of Celebrating 150 years:  Gaston County, written by Mary 

Dunn Warren and others and edited by Jim Love. 

 

The Catawba Indians are believed to have come 

into what is now the Mount Holly area from 

the Upper Ohio Valley about 1660.  A branch of 

the Sioux Tribe, they were refugees from the 

French and their Indian allies.  They were 

opposed by the Cherokees when they reached 

the Catawba River and a terrible battle was 

fought in which both tribes reportedly lost 

more than a thousand men.  The battle was 

called a draw and a truce was made.  The 

Catawba Indians were conceded in the West.  

Local people think one of the major Catawba 

villages could have been in the great bend of 

the Catawba River near the Riverbend Steam 

Station.  The 1916 flood washed up many 

Catawba artifacts there.   

 

As early as 1740 the log cabins of the pioneer 

German and Scotch-Irish were replacing the 

Indian teepees along the banks of the Catawba 

River.  James Kuykendall, a Dutchman, was an 

associate of Robert Leeper, an Englishman who 

was one of the first known settlers in eastern 

Gaston County.  Not until around 1750 were 

land grants, patents, or titles issued by our 

state’s [North Carolina’s] colonial government.  

James Kuykendall was granted much land over 

what is now Gaston County, beginning with a 

grant issued in 1751 for 600 acres in the South 

Point area.  Later, in 1754, James Kuykendall 

built a house near the mouth of Dutchman’s 

Creek in Mount Holly.  He allied himself with 

the Scotch-Irish settlers in the Mount Holly 

area and was one of the first elders of Goshen 

Presbyterian Church.   

 

 

A grant of land first made to an Armstrong 

(James) by King George II and transferred to 

Englishman George Rutledge in 1753 is 

believed to be the first recorded deed on 

property in what is now the city of Mount 

Holly.  This tract adjoined the land of James 

Kuykendall.  A second grant in 1754 gave 320 

more acres to George Rutledge.  This was also 

described as being bounded by Kuykendall’s, 

The Dutchman’s Creek.  W.B. Rutledge, a 

descendant of George Rutledge, was a farmer, 

educator, magistrate, and early mayor of 

Mount Holly. 

 

In 1767 Robert Alexander was deeded a land 

patent, described as lying on Doctor’s Creek.  He 

built a large story-and-half log house on the 

northwest corner of Hawthorne Street and West 

Central Avenue.  The house had nine rooms, 

five fireplaces which were five feet wide, and a 

raised basement with iron-barred windows.  

This basement was often used as a jail to hold 

prisoners until they could be transferred to the 

Tryon Community where court sessions were 

held.  The house was called Woodlawn, from 

whence came the town’s first name. 

 

The Reverend Humphrey Hunter was born 

near Londonderry, Ireland, in 1754.  His family 

arrived at Charleston, SC on August 27, 1759.  

He was the first preacher regularly called to the 

pastorate of Goshen Presbyterian Church in 

1795, the town’s first postmaster, when it was 

known as Woodlawn.  The Hunter home stood 

back of the present Thomas W. Springs house 

at 400 West Catawba Avenue.  The Hunter land 

adjoined the Robert Alexander land.  There was 

an early school building which stood between 

the two houses.  Some local historians think it 

could have been a subscription school for the 

Alexander daughters and Hunter’s ten 

children. 
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Fred D. Hoffman and Moses H. Rhyne owned a 

store a mile west of Tuckaseege Ford in the 

area known as Woodlawn, later to become 

Mount Holly.  Sherrill, in his Annals of Lincoln 

County, wrote, “A meeting was held at 

Hoffman & Rhyne Store, June 4, 1842, (in what 

is now Gaston County) to consider the question 

of dividing the county of Lincoln.  The 

committee on resolutions was composed of 

Henry Fulenwider, James H. White, Whiten 

Stowe, F.D. Hoffman, J. Webster, and J.D. 

Rankin.  After an earnest speech by James H. 

White it was resolved not to support any man 

for a seat in the Legislature who is not an open 

advocate of an equal division of the county.  

The delegates appointed to a county 

convention to be held in Lincolnton on Tuesday 

of court were J.D. Rankin, Samuel Johnston, 

Leroy Stowe, Col. Richard Rankin, Daniel 

Rhyne, William Hanks, and M.H. Rhyne. 

 

Mount Holly was incorporated in 1879 by a 

group of citizens led by A.P. Rhyne.* 

 

The first electric system in Mount Holly was 

built and owned by A.P. Rhyne.  He had a 

generator to provide for his Mount Holly 

Cotton Mill on Dutchman’s Creek.  He 

extended the service to his residence at 140 

North Main Street and to his office building on 

the square which housed his office and Holland 

Drug Company.  In the upstairs of the Rhyne 

building was a large auditorium complete with 

a stage.  The first high school graduations were 

held there.  There were musicals with Violet 

Holland and “Mame” Dunn as pianists and 

Karl Detter and John W. Holland as violinists.  

The young people also had dances and box 

suppers there.  Many box suppers were 

organized to support local institutions or 

charities.  It is presumed that Rhyne provided 

this large assembly as a beneficial civic gesture.   

 

Mount Holly had three early hotels for visitors, 

salesmen or “drummers,” which was very   

 

 

 

 

Main Street Mount Holly, early – mid-twentieth century. 
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unusual for that time.  One occupied the 

upstairs of the Davis-Farrar Building on North 

Main Street, which is believed to have been 

built by Thomas Davis in 1892.  Albert Lentz 

built a large two-story frame hotel across East 

Charlotte Avenue from the Seaboard and P&N 

Railroad station.  The Central Hotel stood on 

the present parking lot of the first Union Bank.  

It was built and operated by Margaret Lawing 

Hutchison.  The Central was divided into 

apartments in the early 1920’s and young 

couples lived there until they built their homes.  

In the mid 1920’s N.B. Kendrick built a two-

story building at 101 S. Main Street.  The 

upstairs was a hotel, named the Juliette Hotel 

for his wife.  By the mid 1930’s it too had been 

converted into efficiency apartments.  The 

Euterpean (“goddess of music”) Band of Mount 

Holly, founded by Washington F. Holland, was 

invited to play at the inauguration of President 

William McKinley in 1897.   

  

 

 

Today Mount Holly is growing rapidly because 

of its close proximity to Charlotte and has 

several industrial parks.  Transportation on 

highways 27 and 273 and Interstate 85 and 

proximity to the Charlotte International Airport 

provide industry with excellent access for 

shipping their products.  The city has several 

manufacturing facilities including the 

headquarters of American & Efird Inc., a thread 

maker; a large Freightliner truck plant; 

Clariant* plant; and several industrial plants of 

other large manufacturers.  Mount Holly also 

has several areas to choose from in residential 

housing with friendly people for a good quality 

of life.  
 
 

*  additions to this excerpt from Celebrating 150 years:  

Gaston County were recommended by citizens 

attending the Manual for Development Workshop #2 

on May 18, 2004. 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
Textile mill, Mount Holly, early twentieth century. 

 



Historic Mount Holly 
  

Manual for Development  │ DOWNTOWN MOUNT HOLLY 

2.2 HISTORIC SANBORN MAPS 
 

 

March 2005 

 

 
 

 

 

 City of Mount Holly, c. 1929 
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Intersection at Main Street and Central Avenue, c. 1929 
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